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Welcome to the Vaughan Williams Foundation – one of the foremost sources of funding for recent and contemporary music in the UK



				

			

		

	





	
		
			
				
					

The Vaughan Williams Foundation is a new grant-giving charity which upholds the values and vision of the celebrated composer Ralph Vaughan Williams and his wife Ursula Vaughan Williams. 




Our principal aims are to honour RVW’s desire to support his fellow composers, and to help make his own work widely accessible to the general public.




VWF was founded in 2022, 150 years after the composer’s birth, and brings together the two charities originally set up by Ralph (RVW Trust) and Ursula (Vaughan Williams Charitable Trust).
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VWF supports the work of British/Irish composers from the last 100 years, as well as projects which further the knowledge and understanding of the life and music of Ralph Vaughan Williams, and of the work of Ursula Vaughan Williams.









Applications for funding are now open. Ensembles, organisations and individuals are invited to apply.




 









Applications are also open for the Foundation’s £6,000 annual Vaughan Williams Bursaries for postgraduate composition students. 
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RVW150









12 October 2022 marked the 150th anniversary of the birth of Ralph Vaughan Williams, and the launch of this Foundation and #RVW150 celebrations continued into the summer of 2023.





Find out more about the composer and explore some of the projects which happened in the anniversary year
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        				A major donation of Vaughan Williams items made by @OUPMusic to the @britishlibrary is now listed on the @UkNatArchives website – the first step in ensuring the accessibility and visibility of these materials. 



Explore the 98 catalogue listings here: https://bit.ly/3TTQOiK 
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        				Love #Elgar #Finzi #VaughanWilliams?#Reading Sat Apr 6th for a wondrous programme. @BMusicSociety @PetrocTrelawny  @Finzi4ever @finzi_friends @RVWSociety @VWFndn @EdwardElgar @ElgarLondon @elgarsouthweb @elgarsocietyweb https://buytickets.at/henleychoralsociety/1159481 
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        				What a wonderful Launch to the 2024 season we had at @leomuseum on Saturday! The place has never been so full. Thanks to @TheFetchTheatre, @MFNcharity, @theleomorris, @VWFndn, @TheEFDSS, and all our wonderful volunteers for making it such a special day. Come & see us soon! 
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        				Ralph Vaughan Williams nurtured a generation of female composers, including Elizabeth Maconchy, Ruth Gipps, Ina Boyle, Grace Williams and Helen Glatz.



Here music historian @LeahBroad goes in search of RVW’s legacy as a teacher of women composers: 📻 https://bbc.in/4anlcaK 
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        				Want to know a little more about who we are and what we do?



Explore our website, which includes lots of free resources relating to the life and work of Ralph Vaughan Williams, here ⬇️
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        				“This is a wonderful recital. The programme has been constructed with imagination and perception. The performances are outstanding”.

@MusicWebInt reviews Vaughan Williams: A Birthday Garland, with @RGCWbaritone and Susie Allen. 
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        				Concert on Thursday! 🎶



Vaughan Williams’ Dona Nobis Pacem, performed by the wonderful @BartsChoir at the Festival Hall in London. 



Details and tickets here  👉 https://bit.ly/4apmEte 
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        				Happy Easter to all who celebrate it. 

We discovered this rather wonderful song, written by Ursula Vaughan Williams which RVW set to music and gifted to the Leith Hill Musical Festival in 1955 under the strict terms set out in this letter. 

We imagine they were delighted! 
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        				Happy Easter weekend! 🐣 
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        				“Well, it’s Vaughan Williams because you know, how can we live here and not have Elgar and Vaughan Williams with us all the time?”



Dame Judi Dench talks to @zebsoanes for @ClassicFM about her love of The Lark Ascending.



📻 listen here: https://www.classicfm.com/discover-music/dame-judi-dench-classic-fm-zeb-soanes-interview/ 
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Get to know the man and his music




RVW’s wide-ranging correspondence – with family, pupils, fellow composers, conductors and performers – paints an intriguing portrait of the man, as well as providing fascinating insights into his major preoccupations: musical, personal and political. 





Our searchable database includes over 5000 annotated transcriptions of his correspondence all available to read online.
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                Letter from Ursula Vaughan Williams to Mrs Turner

            

            
                Letter No.: VWL2807

            

        		
        
						
        
            
                From Mrs1 R. Vaughan Williams,
10, Hanover Terrace,
Regents Park,
London, N.W.1.



1.  Mrs in manuscript.

            

            
                March 25th [1954]

            

            
                Dear Mrs Turner

I return the letter you so kindly sent for us to see – it is unmistakeably1 my husband’s handwriting.  I think he was misled by your flattering description of him as the ‘commanding officer!’  It is a happy tie between us, and a pleasant thought that there were some incidents of that terrible time to leave only good memories.
With greetings from us both,
Yours sincerely

Ursula Vaughan Williams



1. sic.
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							His music continues to inspire us. Its incredible breadth of style and outlook seems especially important in our polarised times. 

							CHRISTOPHER GLYNN, artistic director, Ryedale Festival

						

			
						 
							
							  
							    
							    
							    
							    
							  
							

							Among his acts were countless kindnesses, known only to himself and the persons concerned.  He gave continuous encouragement to younger men. He had the dignified humility of a great man, and was utterly unself-seeking. 

							SIR ARTHUR BLISS, conductor

						

			
						 
							
							  
							    
							    
							    
							    
							  
							

							I cannot stress enough how important this organisation’s work is, what a profound difference it is making, and how it has enabled so many to develop creatively and give new work a platform. Vaughan Williams himself would surely be so proud of this legacy. 

							ZOE MARTLEW, composer and cellist

						

			
						 
							
							  
							    
							    
							    
							    
							  
							

							It is necessary to know facts, but music will enable you to see past facts to the very essence of things in a way which science cannot do. The arts are the means by which we can look through the magic casements and see what lies beyond. 

							RVW, letter to the children of Swaffham Primary School, 1958
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